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London theatres, and was later told he that winter realised
his fears of departing this life.

In the middle of September, Pott, being tired by the
sameness of Canton, proposed a trip to Whampoa for
variety, and the next day he and I embarked in a large
sampan consisting of three spacious rooms, the steward
of the factory having sent on board ample provisions in
victuals and wines. On stopping at the first Hoppo house
and, according to custom, opening my trunk for examina-
tion, the mandarin took up a red morocco case containing
combs and a pair of scissors, saying, " Cumshaw." This
I did not understand, but Bob told me the fellow asked the
case as a present, and he began abusing him for so doing,
calling him a " Qui so," (cuckold) " Ladrone," (thief) and
other opprobrious names. The Chinaman shewed evident
marks of surprize at so young a boy's dealing out abuse so
liberally, became exceedingly angry, and called to the people
of his boat alongside with much apparent wrath and gesticu-
lation, Pott only increasing his abuse thereat, but as the
combs were of trifling value I thought it better to end the
dispute by giving them to the mandarin, who accepted them
with a profusion of thanks and went off in high glee, saying
"Chin chin" as he departed, which is the common saluta-
tion. Bob was very angry with me for giving them, saying
he would much rather have kicked the scoundrel than made
him a present.

On arriving at Whampoa, we went on board the Crutten-
den, where we were very hospitably received and entertained
by the second officer, then in command. Early the following
morning we went to the Plassey, where Rogers insisted upon
our spending the day.

After spending three very merry days at Whampoa, we
returned to Canton, where McClintock gave me a card of
invitation to two different entertainments on following
days, at the country house of one of the Hong merchants
named Pankeequa. These fetes were given on the 1st
and 2nd of October, the first of them being a dinner,
dressed and served a la mode Anglaise, the Chinamen on